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Our Season at a Glance 
 

The 2025/26 season marked one hundred years of Aspendale Life Saving Club. It was also a season of 
firsts, records and consistent service on the sand. These are the numbers behind it. 

100 
years of Aspendale Life Saving Club 

1,950 
patrol hours contributed by members 

39,865 
beachgoers supported across the season 

637 
preventative actions taken on the sand 

0 
rescues required — and no major first aid 

202 
Nippers enrolled for the season 

55 
training course outcomes completed 

6 
competitors at our first-ever Aussies 

350 
swimmers at the 25th Club2Club 

$31,000+ 
in grants secured for club facilities & activities 

 

 
100th Anniversary Celebration 
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Your Committee 2025/26 
 

The Club is governed and run by volunteers. Our sincere thanks to the members who served on the 
Committee across the centenary season. 

POSITION MEMBER 

President Ben Pahl 

Vice President Jo Bull 

Secretary Kate Morina 

Treasurer Sam Metherall 

Club Captain Nick Lund 

Nippers Coordinator Erin Hall 

Chief Training Officer  Jamie Sweatman 

Sports Coordinator Marty Whitney 

Club Development Kate Gothard 

Merchandise/Child Safety Officer Claire Jeans 

Gear Steward Nik Foon 

 

 
Past and Present ALSC Committee Members & Life Members at the 100th Anniversary Celebration 
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President's Report 
 

This year, our club turned 100. 

One hundred years of keeping watch over our beach. One hundred years of volunteers giving their time, 
their energy, and in many cases much of their lives, to the safety of our community. This centenary is not 
simply a number, it is a testament to the generations of members, past and present, who have built 
something truly remarkable. To every member who has ever pulled on a patrol cap, run a Nipper session, 
competed at a carnival, or simply showed up when the Club needed them, this milestone belongs to you. 

Celebrating our centenary with members past and present has been one of the great privileges of my 
presidency. Seeing familiar faces return, hearing stories from decades gone by, and witnessing the pride 
shared across generations has been a reminder of just how special this Club is. We are more than a 
sporting organisation, we are a community institution, and our 100th year has made that clearer than 
ever. 

Lifesaving Services 
Our core mission has never wavered, keeping the beach safe for all who enjoy it. Season after season our 
patrol members answer that call, and this year was no different. 

I want to take a moment to sincerely acknowledge our patrolling members. Theirs is often a thankless 
role. They give up their weekends, their summer mornings and their family time to stand watch on the 
sand so that others can swim safely. They face the heat, the wind, the long hours and sometimes deeply 
confronting situations, all as volunteers, without fanfare or expectation of recognition. 

Our patrol members are the backbone of this Club. Everything else we do, the Nippers, the carnivals, the 
social events, is built on the foundation they lay every patrol day. If you see a patrol member on the 
beach, please take a moment to thank them. They deserve it more than they will ever ask for. 

To our Patrol Captains and Vice Captains, thank you for your leadership and for the standard you set. And 
to every patrolling member, what you do matters. You save lives. We are deeply grateful. 

Our First Team at the Aussies 
This season brought a historic first for Aspendale, with the Club fielding its very first team at the 
Australian Surf Life Saving Championships ‘The Aussies’ on the Gold Coast. 

To say this was a proud moment would be an understatement. For a club celebrating its centenary, 
sending a team to the Aussies for the first time is a landmark achievement and the result of years of 
development, dedication and belief from our competitors, coaches and supporters. Watching our 
members represent Aspendale at a national level, competing against the best clubs in the country, was 
something none of us who were there will forget. 

State Championships 
Building on what has been a period of genuine growth in our competition program, our members 
delivered outstanding performances at the State Championships this season. Our competitors 
represented the Club with skill, sportsmanship and determination, and the results reflect the quality of 
preparation and the dedication of everyone involved. 
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Congratulations to all our State Championship competitors. Thank you to our coaches Peter Peppin and 
Marty Whitney, and to team manager Kate Gothard, for the countless hours they invest to give our 
members the opportunity to compete at their best. 

Nippers and Youth Development 
The Nippers program remains the lifeblood of our Club's future, and 2025/26 has been another 
outstanding year. 

Enrolments remain strong, and the energy and enthusiasm our young members bring to the beach every 
Sunday is a genuine highlight of the season. Our Nippers are learning more than surf safety skills, they are 
developing resilience, confidence, teamwork and a connection to the water that will stay with them for 
life. Many of our older Nippers are now stepping into junior patrol and leadership roles, which is exactly 
the pathway we work so hard to create. 

A heartfelt thank you to our Age Managers, the unsung heroes of Sunday mornings. Your patience, 
passion and commitment to our young members is what makes this program work. The parents and 
families who volunteer their time each week deserve equal recognition. The Nippers program only thrives 
because of you. Special thanks to Erin Hall for all the work you do behind the scenes to make it appear 
that Nippers runs itself.  

Training and Education 
We congratulate all members who completed their Silver Medallion, Bronze Medallion, Surf Rescue 
Certificate and other awards this season. Our trainers and assessors have again delivered programs of 
exceptional quality, ensuring our members are prepared, capable and confident when it matters most. 
Their dedication to standards is what keeps our patrols strong and our beach safe. 

Community and Culture 
A club is only as strong as the people in it, and ours continue to make Aspendale a vibrant, inclusive and 
welcoming place to belong. From social events and centenary celebrations to the always-popular 
barbecues, the sense of community we share is something truly special. 

This year, more than most, we have been reminded of the thread that connects us, members past and 
present, young and old, new and long-serving. That thread is what we celebrate at 100 years, and what 
will carry us into the next century. 

Thank You 
I would like to extend my sincere thanks to our Committee — Jo Bull, Kate Morina, Nick Lund, Erin Hall, 
Kate Gothard, Sam Metherall, Claire Jeans, Jamie Sweatman, Nik Foon and Marty Whitney for their 
tireless work throughout the season. 

Thank you to our sponsors, to the City of Kingston and to Life Saving Victoria for their continued support 
and partnership. And thank you to every single volunteer who gives their time to make this Club what it 
is. 

Most of all, thank you to our members, past and present, for one hundred years of Aspendale Life Saving 
Club. 

Ben Pahl 
President 
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Club Captain's Report 
 

Thank you to all of our patrolling members for their commitment throughout the 2025/26 season, and for 
helping keep Aspendale beach safe for our local community and visitors. 

Across the season our patrol teams provided regular weekend and public holiday coverage from 
November through to April, including the busy summer peak period. Our members contributed 1,950 
patrol hours, supported an estimated 39,865 beachgoers, undertook 637 preventative actions, provided 
four minor first aid treatments and  pleasingly recorded no major first aid incidents and no rescues. 

Key Patrol Statistics 

MEASURE 2025/26 SEASON 

Patrol hours 1,950 

Estimated beach attendance 39,865 

Preventative actions 637 

Minor first aid treatments 4 

Rescues/Major first aid treatments 0 

Skills maintenance — completed candidates 39 

 

The strong number of preventative actions reflects the proactive approach taken by our patrol teams, 
particularly during warmer weather and busier beach days. It also highlights the important role patrol 
members play in educating the public and managing risk before incidents occur. 

This season was also supported by ongoing training and capability development across the Club. We 
recorded 55 completed course outcomes, including Bronze Medallion, Surf Rescue Certificate, IRB Crew, 
Advanced Resuscitation Techniques and First Aid, Side-by-Side Vehicle Operator Certificate, and Silver 
Medallion Patrol Captain qualifications. This ongoing development is critical to maintaining a safe, 
capable and sustainable patrol service. 

Patrol Hours — Member Recognition 
I want to acknowledge the following patrol members for their significant contribution this season. 

CONTRIBUTION MEMBERS 

100+ hours Erin Hall; Jamie Sweatman; Stephanie Reindel 

70+ hours Savannah Pahl 

40+ hours 
Holly Sweatman; Bridgette Gilley; Leila Gothard; Olivia Morrow; Alexandra 
Henry; Samantha Laws 
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Congratulations to Stephanie Reindel, awarded Senior Lifesaver of the Year, and Savannah Pahl, 
awarded Junior Lifesaver of the Year. Both are very deserving recipients who have made outstanding 
contributions to patrol and to the broader Club. 

I would also like to thank our Patrol Captains, Vice Captains, trainers, assessors, IRB operators, water 
safety volunteers and all members who gave their time across the season. Our patrol service relies 
entirely on volunteers, and the contribution made by each member is greatly appreciated. 

I look forward to seeing everyone back on the beach as the weather warms up. 

 

Nick Lund 
Club Captain 
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Training Report 
 

A busier year on the training front, with the introduction of the Life Saving CPR award. It was released 
very close to the start of the season, which made it a real challenge to get all patrol members through in 
October and November. 

Across the start and the end of the season we ran two Surf Rescue Certificate courses, with 11 members 
successfully completing the award. 

We also had other clubs use our space for courses, including a Silver Medallion Patrol Captain course 
early in the season. 

Thanks again to Steph Reindel for keeping me and the Club up to date with all of the award changes and 
updates, and for helping order new equipment to assist training and patrol more generally. 

New Awards Completed 
Congratulations to the following members on completing new awards this season. 

Silver Medallion 

Nick Lund Erin Hall Lindsay MacDonald 

 

Bronze Medallion 

Xander Morina Leila Gothard Clover Dunn-Whitney 

Savannah Pahl Abbey Leonard Jonah Dunn-Whitney 

Cooper Leonard Liv Morrow  

   

Surf Rescue Certificate 

Kai MacDonald Makenzie Pahl Felix Nutting 

Jake Stanguts Savannah Williams Ben Pahl 

Alexander Clifford Christopher Lund Kate Gothard 

Charlotte Beckman Lucy Gothard  

 

Jamie Sweatman 
Chief Training Officer 
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Sports Report 
 

The 2025/26 competition season has been a highly successful and progressive year for Aspendale Life 
Saving Club. Across all age groups the Club demonstrated strong participation, consistent attendance and 
continued improvement in performance. From junior development through to youth representation at 
national level, this season has reinforced the strength of our competition program. 

Competition Participation and Results 
• The season commenced in October with representation at the Victorian State Long Distance 

Championships at Mentone. 

• The Club attended all junior carnivals, including the Victorian State Titles held in Warrnambool. 

• An overall 11th place finish was achieved at State Titles in challenging conditions. 

• Youth competitors attended most scheduled carnivals, including State Titles in Lorne. 

• Aspendale was represented at every beach carnival throughout the season. 

• A highlight result was achieved at Mordialloc, with the Club finishing 4th overall — one of our 
strongest results in recent years. 

National Representation 
A significant milestone this season was attendance at the Australian Surf Life Saving Championships at 
North Kirra, Queensland. For the first time in club history a team of six competitors represented 
Aspendale, reflecting the development and depth of our competition program. 

Training and Development 
• Strong attendance at weekly Wednesday and Friday training sessions. 

• Continued focus on athlete development across both beach and water disciplines. 

• Three junior members successfully completed the 1.8km Club2Club swim. 

• Six members gained their Surf Rescue Certificate, strengthening both competition capability and 
patrol readiness. 

Competition Awards System 
Competition awards were determined using a points-based system, with competitors earning between 
one and six points per event based on placing. State Titles performances carried additional weighting, 
with all State results earning double points toward overall rankings. 

Athlete Performance Highlights 
• Leila Gothard — Gold medal (State Titles Long Run), 3rd in State Titles Belt & Reel, and 

representation at the Aussies. 

• Liv Morrow — Competed at national level in the Aussies Long Run. 

• Felix Nutting — Consistent youth competitor and completed the Club2Club swim. 

• Erin Madden — Highest points scorer in the Junior Female division. 

• Lucy Gothard — Strong State Titles performances, including relay success. 
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• Makenzie Pahl — Consistent results at State Titles and in relay events. 

• Tullow Dunn-Whitney — Junior Male Champion and 3rd overall in Ironman rankings. 

• Matius Azubel — Multiple State medals, including sprint success and flags performance. 

• Charlie Beckman — Recognised for consistency and contribution across the season. 

Coaches Awards and Encouragement 
• Water Coaches Award — Jack Kammerlander, for significant improvement and progression to State 

level competition. 

• Peter Peppin Beach Coaches Award — Matius Azubel. 

• Peter Peppin Beach Encouragement Award — Makenzie Pahl. 

• Junior Encouragement Awards — Milla Miosku, Indigo Taylor and Noah Giffin, for their 
development and contribution at State Titles. 

Acknowledgements 
The Club extends its sincere thanks to team manager Kate Gothard for her commitment and organisation 
throughout the season, and to Peter Peppin, who has coached the running and beach events to great 
success. Appreciation is also extended to all parents and supporters whose ongoing support enables our 
athletes to train, travel and compete. 

Looking Ahead 
The 2025/26 season has been characterised by strong participation, improved results and a historic 
milestone in national representation. The continued development of junior and youth athletes positions 
the Club well for sustained future success. With a committed group of coaches, athletes and supporters, 
Aspendale Life Saving Club is in a strong position heading into 2026/27. 

 

Marty Whitney 
Competition Coordinator 
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Nippers Report 
 

What an amazing Nipper season it has been. We loved seeing so many smiling faces on the beach every 
single week. Our Nippers program has become one of the go-to spots for families on a Sunday morning, 
with many travelling from all over to be part of our fantastic community and lifesaving club. 

Our Sunday mornings this season were packed with fun, and it was brilliant to see such strong turnouts as 
well as plenty of our Nippers attending local and state carnivals and our mid-week development squad 
training. A major highlight was the friendly carnival we ran with Edithvale. It was a great morning, with 
the kids really enjoying the competition without the pressure of an official event. We cannot wait to run 
it again next season. 

We also celebrated 100 years of Aspendale Life Saving Club with a family fun day at the final Nippers 
session. The highlight was certainly the dunk tank, the kids loved it, and you could not wipe the smiles off 
their faces as they watched their Age Managers end up in the water. The cake, the ice creams and the 
march past were also major highlights of the day. 

We had an impressive 202 Nippers enrolled for the 2025/26 season. Despite the cooler start, the kids 
continued to turn up each week with smiles on their faces. 

Age Managers 2025/26 
Thank you to all our Age Managers for their efforts throughout the season. The kids love having parents 
involved in the program, and we are so lucky to have such a committed group taking on this role. 

Under 6  Gemma, Jay, Rob, Mark, Casey, Jarryd 

Under 7  Nola, Matt, Jason, Dayana, Saskia 

Under 8  James, Nathan, Tom, Cam, Lorena 

Under 9  Nigel, Lee 

Under 10  Will, Dave, Mitch, Cheri, Andrew J 

Under 11  Andrew T, Clare 

Under 12  Denise, Jody, Neil 

Under 13/14  Ben G 
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Club Champions 
Congratulations to all our award winners from Club Champs and Presentation Day. 

Under 6 Hamish B, Ruby B 

Under 7 Jackson B, Sadie M 

Under 8 Darcy G, Abigail M 

Under 9 Ethan C, Winifred S 

Under 10 Noah G, Indi T, Milla M 

Under 11 Matias A, Georgia W, Aria F 

Under 12 Charlie M, Sienna E 

Under 13/14 Christopher L, Felix N, Makenzie P, Savannah W, Liv W 

 

Nipper of the Year 

AGE GROUP RECIPIENTS 

Under 6 Harry H, Sienna C 

Under 7 Jackson B, Eldri R 

Under 8 Darcy G, Abigail M 

Under 9 Jack K, Bella M 

Under 10 Christian J, Madeline M 

Under 11 Matias A, Chloe M 

Under 12 Jimmy M, Lily Z 

Under 13/14 Alexander C, Mackenzie P 

Age Manager Award 

AGE GROUP RECIPIENTS 

Under 6 Lee S, Ruby B 

Under 7 Finley T, Matilda W 

Under 8 Frederick C, Bonnie B 

Under 9 Patrick K, Sophia C 
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AGE GROUP RECIPIENTS 

Under 10 Cooper S-C, Alya R 

Under 11 Daniil K, Ava M 

Under 12 Christian C, Annabelle M 

Under 13/14 Felix N, Olivia W 

Nippers Encouragement Awards 
Winnie B, Nate N, Matilda M and Lachlan B. 

Thank You 
A huge thank you to our volunteers. Our Nippers program simply does not happen without a massive 
team effort, and we are so lucky to have so many people to thank. 

• Water safety — a massive shout-out to our water safety team across the season. Nippers literally 
cannot run without you. Whether you helped every week or just a couple of times, we appreciate 
the time you put in. 

• Age Managers — thank you for your energy and commitment every week. It was fantastic to 
welcome more new faces to the team this year; the kids love seeing parents get involved, and we 
look forward to welcoming you all back next season. 

• Behind the scenes — a huge thanks to our barbecue cooks, Committee members, parent helpers 
and everyone who lent a hand. It is a team effort, and without everyone's help our sessions would 
not run as well as they do. 

Looking Ahead to 2026/27 
We look forward to even more growth and fun next season. We are actively looking for parents to join in 
as Age Managers and water safety, and we would love to see more parents complete their Bronze 
Medallion to assist on Sundays. There is a role for everyone, and anyone is welcome — the more, the 
merrier. 

Thank you all for making this year such an outstanding success. 

Erin Hall 
Nippers Coordinator 
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Club2Club Report 
 

What an incredible Club2Club this year, celebrating the event's 25th anniversary. Once again, it was our 
most successful swim ever, selling out before the day, with a record 350 participants completing the 
1.8km open water course. The conditions were in our favour this year, which was great for our 
swimmers. 

A huge thank you to our major sponsors — Buxton Chelsea, 2Construct, Engine Swim, Family Fresh 
Butchers, Sand Dunes Beach Café, ISAP and Blokes Psychology. We really appreciate your support of this 
event. We would also like to thank all our minor sponsors, who contributed the spot prizes that were 
loved by our competitors on the day. 

This event simply would not happen without such incredible support. A huge shout-out to all the club 
members from both Aspendale and Edithvale, as well as the other neighbouring clubs who generously 
assisted with IRBs, water safety, first aid and cooking the barbecue. We are also incredibly grateful to 
Mentone Life Saving Club for providing the large buoys that guide our swimmers throughout the event. 

From the volunteers arriving before sunrise to those who stayed long after the final swimmer crossed the 
line, everyone did an amazing job. It is truly wonderful to see not only locals, but competitors from all 
over Victoria and around the world, coming out each year. 

Mark your calendars — Club2Club 2027 is on Saturday 6 February 2027. 

Thank you again to everyone who made this another truly wonderful day, and who helped celebrate 25 
years of the swim. We look forward to the next 25. 

 

Erin Hall 
Club2Club Event Coordinator 
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Treasurer's Report 
 

This is my first year as Treasurer, and I have pleasure in reporting the results for the 2025/26 financial 
year. 

We had another strong season financially, thanks to the hard work of all our members and sponsors, and 
to the support of Life Saving Victoria, Surf Life Saving Australia and the State and Federal Government. 

Grants and Club Investment 
This season we successfully secured grants of more than $31,000, which has allowed us to improve the 
Club with the following purchases: 

• A large digital clock in the patrol tower, visible from the water for beachgoers. 

• A communications control centre in the patrol tower, allowing our patrol teams to be fully 
connected with Life Saving Victoria, weather conditions and operational systems. 

• New iPads for Nippers management and training operations. 

• Delivery of a new IRB, to be unveiled at next season's Open Day. 

Our Sponsors 
Buxton Chelsea — our Major Sponsor, for their outstanding support of the Club2Club swim and our 
Nippers program. Their support allowed us to provide 100th anniversary vests to all Nippers at no cost. 

2Construct – our joint major Club2Club swim sponsor. 

Bendigo Community Bank Aspendale Gardens – Edithvale — our Age Manager sponsor, providing all Age 
Managers with custom shirts so they are easily identifiable to Nippers and looking great on the beach. 

SFS Pharmacy Logistics, Highett Podiatry and Ciccio's Woodfire Pizzeria — for their ongoing support of 
our competition team. 

Uniting by the Bay Opportunity Shop and Toyota Material Handling Australia — for their generous 
support. 

Membership and Financial Position 
Membership income for 2026 was $40,416, in line with previous years. We are pleased to announce that 
membership fees will remain unchanged for the 2026/27 season. 

During the year we renewed our term deposit with Bendigo Bank, including accrued interest. 

Our (unaudited) cash flow and financial position are disclosed in the Profit and Loss Statement and 
Balance Sheet that follow this report. 

 

Sam Metherall 
Treasurer 

 



A S P E N D A L E  L I FE  S A V I N G C L U B  ·   A N N U A L  R EP O RT  2 0 2 5 / 2 6  

17 

Financial Statements 
 

Profit and Loss Statement and Balance Sheet for the year ended 30 June 2026 (unaudited). 
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Our Sponsors and Partners 
 

Aspendale Life Saving Club is a volunteer organisation. The support of our sponsors and partners allows 
us to patrol our beach, train our members and run our Nippers program. On behalf of all our members — 
thank you. 

 

 

Aspendale Life Saving Club 

1926 — 2026  ·  One hundred years of keeping watch 


